
 

The Writers’ Compound 
The Story of Four American 

Authors in Key West 
By Jack L. Roberts 

 
“This book will be a touchstone 

not only to writers but also to 

anyone interested in the history 

of a community that nurtured 

and encouraged its artists.” 

—Judith Daykin 

Published by Palm Tree Press 
519 Jade Lane 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 
760-992-5962 
 
Trade Paperback 6.69 x 9.61 

130 pages 

$14.95 

ISBN-10: 0692184856 

ISBN-13: 978-0692184851 

Printed in the USA. 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

New Biography Features Four Key West Authors 

Go behind the wooden gates of a secluded compound in Old Town and 
into the lives of these four award-winning American writers – John 
Ciardi, Ralph Ellison, John Hersey, and Richard Wilbur – who made Key 
West their winter residence in the 1980s and 90s. 

 

 
PALM SPRINGS, CA (December 1, 2018) – For nearly 100 years, Key 

West has been a magnate for a variety of writers from Hemingway to 

Capote to Tennessee Williams, and dozens more. 

Now, a new book goes behind-the-gates of the secluded Writers’ 

Compound in Old Town, Key West, to reveal the fascinating story of 

four of those writers – poet John Ciardi, novelist Ralph Ellison, 

novelist John Hersey, and poet Richard Wilbur. 

Based on a collection of anecdotes, events, and conversations 

gleaned from first-person interviews with other Key West writers, 

publishers, and compound residents, The Writers’ Compound 

captures the humor, values, character, and interactions of these 

writers during the 1980s and 90s.  

“The impetus for the book,” says Jack L. Roberts, author of numerous 

biographies for young readers, “came about when I was living in the 

compound (in John Hersey’s former writing studio, no less), and 

trying to decide on my next biography for kids.” 

According to Roberts, his landlord and friend said, “Rather than 

writing another biography for kids, why don’t you write about the 

four writers who had winter homes here? There are a lot of people in 

the compound and in town who knew them, so I’m sure you can get 

a lot of great stories.” And so I did, says Roberts. 

For a while, these four writers shared a special friendship on this 

island paradise. But, over time, as this candid account reveals, bitter 

resentments and acrimonious confrontations threatened to tear their 

longstanding friendships apart. 

In addition to the fascinating story of these four famous writers, The 

Writers’ Compound also captures both the nostalgia of the period, 

and the enduring allure of Key West today.  
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For more information or to request a review copy (print or digital), 

contact Palm Tree Press, 760-992-5962 or e-mail your request to: 

info@palmtreepressPS.com. For a Media Kit, visit: 

bit.ly/thewriterscompoundmediakit 

 


