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WELCOME TO EGYPT– an awesome country with awesome

people and awesome things to do. It is not only a fascinating

country but a very modern civilization.

Yet, years ago, there was another very modern Egyptian civilization. It lasted about

3,000 years. During that time, this Egyptian civilization produced beautiful art, truly

amazing architecture, a unique writing system, and a very modern way of life.

Read on to learn more about that ancient civilization – its people, its pyramids, its 

pharaohs, and more!

Background Photo: The Great Sphinx -- a statue with the face of a man and the body of a lion –
was built by the ancient Egyptians more than 4,500 years ago. 
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EGYPT IS A COUNTRY in

northern Africa. It is bordered

by the country of Libya on the

west and Sudan on the south.

It is also bordered by the Gaza

Strip (a small, self-governing

Palestinian territory) and

Israel to the northeast.

One part of Egypt is called the Sinai Peninsula. (A peninsula is an area of land

surrounded on nearly all sides by water, and connected to a mainland.) The Sinai

Peninsula is situated between the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea. It serves as a

land bridge between Africa and Asia.

Egypt is known as a transcontinental country because 
it lies on two continents – Africa and Asia (though 
mostly in Africa).
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The ancient 

Egyptian civilization 

created the first 

government to rule 

an entire nation.

In ancient Egypt,

there were more than 

2,000 gods – one for 

everything from 

household chores to

the dangers in life.

Cats were often kept as 

pets, but also as a way 

to protect the storage 

of food from rats and 

mice and snakes.

Fig trees were very 

common in ancient Egypt 

and figs were a very 

popular fruit to eat.

The tradition of 

exchanging wedding 

rings when two 

people get married 

was started in 

ancient Egypt.

The largest pyramid in 

the world is not in 

Egypt. It’s in Mexico. 

The ancient Egyptians were 

the first to use trained dogs 

in their police work. (They 

also used trained monkeys 

to assist them.)

The ancient 

Egyptians developed 

an irrigation system 

to control the flow of 

water, so that crops 

could grow through 

both its rainy and 

dry seasons.

Background Photo: The ancient Egyptians decorated the walls of 
their tombs with brightly painted murals, like this one. 
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IMAGINE BUILDING A MONUMENT that is more than 455 feet (138 m) tall.

(That’s three times taller than the Statue of Liberty.) Now imagine building that

monument without a computer to help design it or power tools to help cut the stone

for it or a crane to help lift those stones layer by layer to the top of it. It seems like it

would be an impossible task, right?

Yet, that’s exactly what the ancient Egyptians did nearly 5,000 years ago. Without

any of our modern construction tools, the ancient Egyptians built more than one

10

hundred pyramids as burial places or tombs for 

pharaohs – the rulers of ancient Egypt – and their 

queens.



PERHAPS NOTHING SYMBOLIZES (OR REPRESENTS) EGYPT 

MORE than The Great Sphinx of Giza. The statue consists of a human head 

atop the body of a lion. It stands 65 feet (20 m) tall and was built by the 

ancient Egyptians more than 4,500 years ago. Until  1817 AD, the Sphinx was 

covered almost entirely by sand. It was finally excavated (or uncovered) by 

1937.
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IMAGINE A NINE YEAR OLD BOY OR GIRL being president of the United

States. That would be pretty hard to believe, right?

But in many ways, that is exactly what happened in Egypt more than 3,000 years

ago. A nine-year-old boy became Pharaoh (or king) of Egypt. His name was

Tutankhamun. (Say: Toot-ong-kah-men.) But today many people call him King Tut

for short.

King Tut didn’t rule Egypt for very long. He died when he was about 18. Scientists

believe he had broken his leg. The wound got infected and he died.

During his reign, King Tut also didn’t accomplish much. Maybe that was because he

was so young or because his reign was so short. But for hundreds and hundreds of

years, ancient Egypt history books didn’t have much to say about King Tut.

That all changed in 1922. In almost no time, King Tut became one of the most famous

pharaohs of all of Egypt – way more famous than when he lived. Why?

King Tut’s solid gold funerary mask was buried 

with him in his tomb in the Valley of the Kings.
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CAMELS HAVE LIVED in Egypt for thousands of years – as far back as 3100 

B.C.

But the camel didn’t become really popular for transportation until around 525 

B.C. – about five hundred years before Cleopatra ruled Egypt.

Before that, people used other means to get around. They often traveled by boat 

along the Nile. Or they used donkeys. Or they simply walked from place to place.
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The Myth of the Hump

Have you ever heard that the 

camel’s hump is used to store 

water for the camel’s long treks 

across the desert?

That’s actually a myth. There’s no 

truth in it. The hump, in fact, is 

fatty tissue or deposit. This fatty 

tissue can be turned into energy 

when there isn’t much food 

around. (When a camel doesn’t 

get enough food, the hump will 

actually flop to one side.)

So where does the camel store 

water for its desert journeys? The 

answer is in its blood stream. 
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Farmers and Slaves

Pharaoh

Nobles, Priests

Vizier

Soldiers

Scribes 

Merchants, Craftsmen, Physicians

The Merchants were the people who sold things, while the craftsmen 

made things. Doctors were also part of this middle class .

Scribes were some of the few people who could read and 

write. They kept records for the pharaoh.

The Farmers grew crops and raised animals with the help of slaves, who were 

also house servants. 

In ancient Egypt, it was 

possible to move up the 

social pyramid. A boy born 

to a farmer might go to 

school, learn to read and 

write  and become a scribe.

The Pharaoh was 

believed to be god on 

Earth. 

The Vizier was chosen by the 

Pharaoh. He was an advisor, 

sort of like the vice president.

The Nobles made the laws, while the priests 

performed ceremonies and rituals.

Soldiers fought the wars. But they also supervised the 

building of the pyramids and palaces for the pharaoh. 
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Ancient Egyptian society 

was based on an hierarchy. 

It was structured like a 

pyramid. At the top o the 

social pyramid was the 

pharaoh.


