
Ages 8 - 13

Curious Kids Press

American Bison:
U.S. National Animal

Jack L. Roberts

Michael Owens



Curious Kids Press • Palm Springs, CA
www.curiouskidspress.com 

1



Publisher: Curious Kids Press, Palm Springs, CA 92264.
Designed by: Michael Owens
Editor: Sterling Moss
Copy Editor: Janice Ross 

Copyright © 2018 by Curious Kids Press. All rights reserved. Except that any text portion of this book 
may be reproduced – mechanically, electronically, by hand or any other means you can think of – by any 
kid, anywhere, any time.  For more information: info@curiouskidspress.com or 760-992-5962.2

The United States

At-a-Glance

Official Name: The United States 

of America (or U.S. or America)

Capital City: Washington, DC

Total Land Area (Size): 3,531,905 

sq. mi. (9,147,590 km2 (about the 

same size as China)

Population: 321,605,012 (about 

¼ the population of China)

Official Languages: No official 

language; English most common

Motto:  In God We Trust
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IT’S PROBABLY A SAFE BET that no other country in the world has an

official “Uncle Sam Day.” But the United States does.

The name Uncle Sam is a popular nickname and symbol for the United States

government. The name got its start more than two hundred years ago, thanks to

a man named Samuel Wilson.

Wilson supplied barrels of beef to the United States Army during the War of

1812. He stamped the barrels with “U.S.” for United States. He wanted everyone

to know that the barrels were the property of the United States government.

Soon, the soldiers began calling the beef in the barrels “Uncle Sam’s.” That

name spread and, as they say, the rest is history.

Later an artist created a drawing of Uncle Sam wearing a top hat and blue

jacket.

In 1989, "Uncle Sam Day" became official. The U.S. Congress passed a law that

proclaimed September 13 – Samuel Wilson’s birthday -- as "Uncle Sam Day.”
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THE UNITED STATES is one of 23 countries in North America. It borders

the Atlantic Ocean to the east and the Pacific Ocean to the west. It lies

between Canada to the north and Mexico to the south. The country is made up

of 50 states as well as five major territories and various smaller islands.

Hawaii

Alaska

USA Atlantic Ocean

Pacific Ocean



1865: Abraham Lincoln, the 16TH president 
of the United States, is assassinated. 

The Continental Congress adopts the Declaration of 

Independence. 

Gold is discovered in California, causing 

the California Gold Rush.
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The U.S. Constitution is adopted. 

The American Civil War begins. 

The U.S. Supreme Court says that slaves are property. . 

George Washington is elected 

the first President of the 

United States.
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16
07

1776

16
07

16
07

1787

1789

16
07

160
7

1848

April 
1852

160
7

April 
1861



1963: John F. Kennedy, the 35th

president of the United States, is 

assassinated in Dallas, Texas.

Hawaii becomes the 50th U.S. state. 

December 7, 1941: The Japanese attack 

Pearl Harbor on the island of Oahu, Hawaii. 

The U.S. enters World War II. 

September 11, 2001

Terrorists hijack four airplanes in mid-flight. They fly two of the planes 

into the World Trade Center in New York City. They fly a third plane 

into the Pentagon, the U.S. military headquarters in Washington, D.C. 

The fourth plane crashes in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. In all, nearly 

3,000 people are killed in the 9/11 attacks.

Barack Obama is 

elected the first black 

president of the 

United States.  
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The U.S. enters World War I.

The U.S. drops an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan, 

bringing an end to World War II. 

1968: Civil rights leader Martin 

Luther King, Jr. is assassinated in 

Memphis, Tennessee.
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A 1938 poster promotes 

Yellowstone National Park.

Strange But True

The grizzly bear is the 
official state animal of 
California. But no 
grizzly bear has been 
seen in California since 
1922.

Quick Quiz

How many 
U.S. states 
begin with the 
letter “I”?
(Answer: Page 46)

Hawaii is the only  
U.S. state made up 
entirely of islands.

In 1872, President Ulysses 
S. Grant established the 
first national park in the 
U.S. and the world --
Yellowstone National Park 
in Wyoming. 

The tallest mountain 

in the U.S. used to be 

called Mount 

McKinley. Today, its 

official name is 

Denali. It reaches 

6,190 meters (20,310 

feet) above sea level.

Did You Know?

There are more than 400 different species (or kinds) of animals that 

are found only in the United States, including certain mammals, 

birds, reptiles, and amphibians. 



VISITORS

In 2017, nearly 77 million 
people from around the 
world visited the United 
States. A total of 38 
million of those people 
came from two countries. 
Can you guess which two?

(Answer: Page 46)

Native Americans

There are 562 Native American tribes 

in the United States. The three largest 

are the Navaho, the Cherokee, and the 

Sioux. 

Barack Obama, the 44th

president of the United States, is 

the only U.S. president who was 

born in the state of Hawaii.

Imagine!

There is a town in 

the state of West 

Virginia known as “Big 

Ugly.”
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Round and Round

The first Ferris wheel in the world 
was built in the United States in 
Chicago, Illinois. It was 264 feet 
(80.5 m) tall. Today, the tallest 

Ferris wheel is in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, USA. It is 550 feet (168 
m) tall. By the time you read, this, 
though, there may be an even bigger 
one – in the United Arab Emirates. 
It’s scheduled to be 689 feet (210 

m) tall.   

One in Four

Imagine standing on one spot 

and be in four U.S. states at the 

same time. You can do that at 

the Four Corners Monument. 

The monument marks where 

Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, 

and Utah all meet. It is the only 

point in the U.S. shared by four 

states.



Big and Small

The state of Alaska is 429 times larger than 

the state of Rhode Island. But Rhode Island 

has  almost twice as many people. 

Cool Facts About the United States, cont.

Hot and Cold

The lowest temperature ever in 

the United States was in 

Prospect Creek, Alaska. It 

reached a VERY cold -80 °F (-62 

°C) on January 23, 1971.

The highest temperature ever in 

the United States was in Death 

Valley in California. On July 

10th, 1913, the temperature 

reached 134°F (56 °C). 
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Presidents and Capitals

Only four U.S. state capitals are named 

after a president:

Jefferson City, Missouri, is named 

after the third president, Thomas 

Jefferson

Lincoln, Nebraska, is named after 

the 16th president, Abraham Lincoln.

Jackson, Mississippi, is named after 

the 7th president, Andrew Jackson. 

Madison, Wisconsin, is named after 

the 4th president, James Madison

BTW, the way, only one U.S. state is 

named after a U.S. president. Do you 

know which state that is?

The 

Tallest 

Living 

Thing

A 
redwood 
tree in 

California 
has been 
dubbed 

the 
Tallest 
Living 

Thing. It 
stands 
about 

367 feet 
(112 m) 
high.

Did You Know?

Annapolis, Maryland, was the

first capital of the United States

from 1783 to 1784. Washington

D.C. did not become the capital

until 1791.



Did You Know?

The world’s tallest roller coaster is in Jackson, New Jersey. It is 456 feet 

(139 m) tall. That’s almost as tall as the Washington Monument in 

Washington, D.C. It stands about 555 feet (169 m) tall.  

11
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What was 
your favorite 

pet?

Sorry. I never 
had one. 

I was the first president 

of the United States. I 

served as president 

from 1789 to 1797.  

Today, I am known as 

the “father of our 

country.”

The American Foxhound!
I had 30 of them.  

Two of my favorite were Tartar 
and Sweet Lips.

What was 
your favorite 
food?

Cream of 
peanut soup 

was one. Have 
you ever had 

it?

What is your 
middle name?



I was the one who came up 
with the idea to call the 

president “Mr. President.”
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What is 
something most 

people don’t know 
about you?

LOL. No, that’s a myth. 
But I did have a lot of 

problems with my 
teeth. I had false 

teeth made of animal 
bone.

I didn’t. I left school 
when I was 15. 

Where did you go 
to college?

Did you 
actually have 
wooden false 

teeth?



Midwest

Population: 68,179,351

Total Land Area: 750,516 

sq. mi (1,943,844 sq. km)

Southeast

Population: 83,733,076

Total Land Area: 526,868 

sq. mi (1,364,599 sq. km)

Northeast

Population: 63,484,697

Total Land Area: 173,562 

sq. mi (449,539 sq. km)

West

Population: 68,306,282

Total Land Area: 1,516,156 

sq. mi (3,926,839 sq. km)

Southwest

Population: 41,339,800

Total Land Area: 564,717 

sq. mi (1,462,615 sq. km)

THE UNITED STATES is often divided into five geographical regions or areas.

Each region has similar features, including geography, climate, and culture.

West

Southwest

Midwest

Southeast

Northeast
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States: Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode Island, Vermont. (Total: 11 states)

Climate: Generally extremely cold in the winter and warm 
and humid in the summer.

Fun Fact: The state of Delaware is considered the first 
state of the United States. That’s because it was the first 
to ratify (approve) the U.S. Constitution. 
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THE NORTHEAST REGION 

is where America's original 13 

colonies were founded. It is also 

where the American Revolution 

took place.



THE SOUTHEAST REGION is 

called the South (or sometimes 

“Dixie”). It is the region with the 

most people of all the five regions. 

But it has the second smallest total 

land area of the five regions. 

States: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, 

Louisiana, Florida, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West 
Virginia (Total: 12 states)

Climate: Warm throughout the year.

Fun Fact: The region is where country 
music got its start and is also the home 
of Walt Disney World, the most 
visited theme park on Earth.
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Everglades National Park in Florida—the largest subtropical wilderness in the 

United States—provides habitat for many rare and endangered animals, like the 

manatee, American crocodile, and the rarely seen Florida panther.



Kauai
At-a-Glance

States: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 

Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri,  Nebraska, North 
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, 
Wisconsin (Total: 12 states)

Climate: Hot and humid in the 
summer; very cold in the winter. 

Fun Fact: The Cherokee Nation, 
the largest of three Cherokee 
tribes in the United States, is 
located in Oklahoma in this 
region.
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THE MIDWEST REGION is known 

as “America’s Heartland.” It is also 

called the “bread basket of America.” 

That’s because it is where most of the 

grain crops are grown in America. 



States: Arizona, New Mexico, 

Oklahoma, Texas (Total: 4 states)

Climate: The hottest and driest 
region in the U.S. year-round.

Fun Fact: The Navajo Nation—the 
second largest Native America tribe 
in the U. S.—is located in this region 
and has the largest reservation in 
the country.
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THE SOUTHWEST REGION is a land 

of beautiful deserts and amazing canyons, 

including the Grand Canyon.  The canyon 

was carved by the Colorado River over 

millions of years. 

Take a deep breath and step out 
on a glass platform 4,000 feet 
(1,219 m) above the Grand 
Canyon. Then, look down. It’s 
breathtaking! 



States: Alaska, California, 
Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, 
Washington, Wyoming (Total: 11 
states)
Climate: Cool, wet winters in the 
north; dry, cool summers in the 
south.
Fun Fact: The region has the 
state with the fewest people 
(Wyoming) and the state with 
the most people (California) of 
all 50 states.

THE WEST REGION can claim 

both the highest landform (Denali, 

formerly named Mt. McKinley, in 

Alaska) and the lowest landform 

(Death Valley in California). 

19



JUST LIKE OTHER COUNTRIES in the world, America has 

some weird and unusual customs and traditions. Even something 

as simple as how a date is written is different in the United States 

than in most other countries.

In most countries the date is written DAY/MONTH/YEAR. So, 

August 10, 2018 is written (10/08/2018). 

But in the U.S., that date is written as MONTH/DAY/, YEAR. So, 

August 10, 2018 is written 08/10/2018.

Here are some other strange customs and traditions in the U.S. 20

Chapter 3
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ASK ANYONE OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

what a tailgate party is and they might answer, “a what?” 

But here are some clues you can give them:

● It happens in parking lots at sports stadiums.

● It is held just before the beginning of sports events, such as a big football game.

● Tailgaters grill food and share it among fans who have come to the stadium to 

see the big game.

A tailgate party is a typical American social event. It is held on and around the 

“tailgate” of a sports utility vehicle (SUV). People who go to such parties are said 

to be tailgating.

How did the tailgating tradition get started? No one knows for sure. But one 

thing is known for sure. It’s an American tradition that has been going on for 

more than 100 years.



22

CAN A GROUNDHOG predict

the weather? Plenty of people in 

the United States and Canada 

think so.

Each year on February 2, many 

Americans gather in a small town 

in Pennsylvania. They wait for the 

official groundhog – named 

Punxsutawney Phil -- to come out 

of its hole after its hibernation

period.

If “Phil” sees its shadow, it goes 

back inside the hole. It means 

there will be six more weeks of 

winter.

But if there are clouds in the sky 

and “Phil” does not see his 

shadow, then it means spring will 

come early. 

How accurate is his prediction? 

Weather forecasters have their 

doubts. But don’t tell that to the 

fans of Punxsutawney Phil.

American Customs and Traditions, cont.



MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL in the United States is made up of two 

leagues—the American League and the National League. Both leagues are made 

up of teams mostly from the U.S.A. (One team—the Toronto Blue Jays— is from 

Canada.)

At the end of the baseball season, the champions from the two leagues take part 

in a championship playoff called the “World” Series.

To call it a “World” series may seem strange to kids who are not from the United 

States, since all but one team is American.

But here’s a fun fact. In 1992, the Toronto Blue Jays won the World Series. It 

was the first time a team based outside the U.S. won the World Series. So, 

maybe that year, it really was a “World” series.

23



TO PARDON SOMEONE is to forgive them, which is always nice. But to pardon a

turkey? What did the turkey do to need a pardon in the first place?

Yet, each November in the United States, just before Thanksgiving, the President of

the United States pardons a turkey. Imagine!

The first official pardoning happened in 1989. President George H. W. Bush, the 41st

president of the United States, was the first to formally grant the bird a pardon.

But the tradition got its start many years before that. Some say it goes back as far as

President Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president of the United States. History says he

granted clemency to a turkey

So what happens to the lucky turkeys who get pardoned for Thanksgiving? They go

to Gobblers Rest in Virginia where they can be visited by turkey lovers everywhere.

24

Did You Know?

Each year Americans 

everywhere sit down to 

Thanksgiving dinner which 

almost always includes a 

turkey dinner. In fact, more 

than an estimated 46 

million turkeys are served 

during the special day.

American Customs and Traditions, cont.



IN THE EARLY 1960s, a group of people in England, called Pilgrims, sailed

for the New World. They established a new home called Plymouth Colony in

what today is the state of Massachusetts.

Their first winter in Plymouth Colony was very cold and harsh. Fortunately,

Native Americans helped the Pilgrims by giving them food to eat and seeds to

plant in the spring.

The fall harvest was good. To celebrate the Pilgrims had a feast of thanksgiving.

They invited all of the Native Americans to their thanksgiving dinner. The feast

lasted three days.

Over the years, a day of thanksgiving became an important American tradition.

In 1941 made President Franklin D. Roosevelt made Thanksgiving a national

holiday in America.

25



ALMOST EVERYONE IN THE

WORLD uses the metric system

to measure things—whether it’s

the length of something

(metre/meter), the weight of

something (kilograms or grams),

or the capacity of something

(liter).

Yet, the United States is just about

the only country in the world that

does not use the metric system.

Inches, feet, yards, miles, pounds,

quarts, and gallons are just some

of the names for units of measure

in the U.S.

For example, instead of using

kilometers to measure distance,

the U.S. uses miles. Instead of

using kilograms to measure how

much something weighs, the U.S.

uses pounds.

26

There is one area where the U.S. seems in agreement with the rest of the

world. That’s the marathon. Just like everyone else in the world, the U.S.

calls it a 5K race.

But, then, it just wouldn’t sound right to call it a 3.1-mile race, would it?

one 
gallon = 3.79 liters

one mile

= 1.609 kilometers

one 
pound

= 0.4536 
kilograms (kg)

American Customs and Traditions, cont.



27

Chapter 4

HAVE YOU EVER HEARD the saying “American as apple pie”? 

It's a saying that is used to talk about something that is typically all-

American. Baseball is “as American as apple pie,” for example.

There are many landmarks and attractions  in the United States that 

are also “as American as apple pie.”  On the next few pages, you can 

read about 10 favorite landmarks and attractions in the U.S.  

Plymouth Rock

Statue of 
LibertyLiberty 

Bell

Martin Luther 
King. Jr. 
Memorial

Gateway Arch

Mount Rushmore

The Alamo

The Golden Gate Bridge

Grand Canyon

USS 
Arizona



THERE ARE NOT TOO MANY famous rocks in the world. The Blarney Stone

in Ireland is one. The Ayer’s Rock (aka Ululu) in Australia is another.

But the U.S. also has a famous rock. It’s a small boulder known as Plymouth Rock.

It is said to mark the place where the English settlers, known as Pilgrims, first

stepped ashore in present-day Massachusetts.

Today, that rock is located at Pilgrim Memorial State Park in Plymouth,

Massachusetts. The rock is a symbol of liberty and freedom.

IN 1886, France gave

an amazing gift to the

United States. The gift

was a statue called

Liberty Enlightening the

World.

Today the Statue of

Liberty is a symbol of

freedom and democracy

in America. It is a

landmark that is

recognized by people

throughout the world.
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PLYMOUTH ROCK

At-a-Glance

What: Landing Place of the Pilgrims

Where: Plymouth, MASSACHUSETTS

Annual Visitors: 1,000,000

THE STATUE OF LIBERTY

At-a-Glance

Where: Liberty Island, New 

York City

Full Name: Liberty 

Enlightening the World

Height of Base: 89 feet (27 

m)

Height of Statue (from 

base): 152 feet (46.3 m)

Dedicated: October 28, 1886

Annual Visitors: 4,500,000 

(2016)

Plymouth Rock

The Statue of Liberty 

Landmarks and Attractions, cont.



DR. MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR. was one of the

great civil rights leaders in

America in the 1960s.

In 1963, he gave a famous

speech as he stood on the

steps of the (Abraham)

Lincoln Memorial in

Washington, D.C. The

speech is known as the “I

Have a Dream” speech. In

that speech, he said, “I have

a dream that my four little

children will one day live in

a nation where they will not

be judged by the color of

their skin, but by the

content of their character.”

On April 4, 1968, Dr. King

was assassinated in

Memphis, Tennessee. He

was only 39 years old.
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
MEMORIAL
At-a-Glance

What: Statue of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr.

Where: WASHINGTON, D.C.

Height:  30 feet (9.1 m)

Opening Date: 2011

Annual Visitors: 3,199,136 (2014) 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial



ON JULY 8, 1776, a loud bell was heard ringing from the tower of

Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It called the townspeople to

gather for a very important event. It was the first public reading of the

Declaration of Independence.

The bell that rang that day wasn’t known as “The Liberty Bell.” That name

came about in 1839 by people known as abolitionists—people who were against

slavery.

Over the years, the bell cracked and was repaired a number of times. The

Liberty Bell rang for the last time on in February 1846 in honor of George

Washington’s 114th birthday.

Today, the Liberty Bell resides near Independence Hall in Philadelphia.
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THE LIBERTY BELL
At-a-Glance

What: A symbol of American 

independence

Original Name: State House 

Bell

Where: Philadelphia, 

PENNSYLANIA

Inscription: “Proclaim liberty 

throughout all the land unto all 

the inhabitants thereof.”

Annual Visitors: 5,000,000 

(2017)

THE 
LIBERTY 

BELL

Landmarks and Attractions, cont.
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GATEWAY ARCH

At-a-Glance

What: America’s tallest monument

Where: St. Louis, MISSOURI

Height: 630 feet (192 m)

Opened: June 10, 1967

Annual Visitors: About 3,000,000

ZOOM TO THE TOP of the Gateway

Arch in St. Louis, Missouri, where—on a

clear day—you can see up to 30 miles (48

km) in either direction.

Construction on the Arch began in 1963.

Two and a half years later, it was

completed. And two years after that, it

was opened to the public.

The Gateway Arch was built to honor the

role St. Louis played in the expansion (or

growth) of the United States westward.

Gateway Arch



IMAGINE CARVING THE FACE of an American president into the 

side of a huge mountain. Seems like an incredible challenge, right?

But that’s what sculptor Gutzon Borglum  (and later his son) did in the 

Black Hills of South Dakota. They carved the likeness of four famous 

presidents  into Mount Rushmore. The four former U.S. presidents 

include George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and 

Abraham Lincoln.

Today, the Mount Rushmore sculpture is one of the top tourist attractions 

in the United States. 
32

MOUNT RUSHMORE
At-a-Glance

What: Sculpture of four U.S. presidents 

carved into the side of a mountain

Where: Keystone, SOUTH DAKOTA

Carving Began:  1927

Sculpture Completed: 1941

Height of Each Face: 60 feet (18 m)

Annual Visitors: 2,431,231 (as of 2016)

Landmarks and Attractions, cont.

Mount Rushmore
National Memorial



(Above): The Mount Rushmore sculptor Borglum 
and a worker inspect the work of the face of 
George Washington. 

Borglum originally planned 

to carve the figures from 

head to waist. Here is 

standing at a model of the 

sculpture. 

Did You Know?

A South Dakota man came 

up with the idea of carving 

large figures into the Black 

Hills. But his idea wasn’t to 

carve the likenesses of U.S. 

presidents into the Black 

Hills. He wanted to feature 

showman Buffalo Bill Cody, 

American explorers Lewis 

and Clark, and native 

American Lakota leader, Red 

Cloud.

33



GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK
At-a-Glance

Where: ARIZONA

Length: 277 miles (446 km)

Width: Up to 18 miles (29 km)

Depth: 1 mile (1.6 km)

Annual Visitors: 6,250,000 (2017)

IT’S ONE OF THE SEVEN natural wonders of the world and it is truly 

awesome.  Scientists say the Colorado River carved out the canyon more 

than 17 million years ago.

More recently (only about 3,000 years ago), the Pueblo Indians lived in the 

Grand Canyon. They carved out rooms in the rocks.

Today, you can take a helicopter ride into the canyon. Or you can walk out 

on a glass-bottom skywalk to see the canyon a mile (1.6 km) below your 

feet—if you dare!

34

Landmarks and Attractions, cont.
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IN THE EARLY 1800s, Texas belonged 

to Mexico. But the people of Texas wanted 

independence.  That led to a war. In 

1836, an important battle in the war 

happened at the Alamo. During 13 days of 

fighting, 200 Texans defended the Alamo 

from 1,500 Mexican soldier. All of the 

Texans in the Alamo were killed.

A few days later, Sam Houston, the leader  

of the Texan army, defeated the general of 

the Mexican forces. Houston’s  battle cry 

was “Remember the Alamo.” He and his 

men won independence for Texas. Nine 

years later, Texas became a U.S. state. 

IT’S CALLED THE “GOLDEN” GATE 

BRIDGE. But it’s actually orange in color. That 

makes it easier for boats to see. It also makes it 

blend in well with its natural setting.

The bridge got its name from the Golden Gate 

Strait. That is name of the entrance to the San 

Francisco Bay from the Pacific Ocean.  

For almost thirty years, the Golden Gate bridge 

had the longest suspension span in the 

world—4,200 feet (1,280 m). Today, that 

distinction is held by a bridge in Japan. It has a 

suspension span of 6,532 feet (1,991 m). 

The Alamo

THE GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE
At-a-Glance

What: Suspension Bridge

Where: San Francisco, CALIFORNIA

Construction Started: 1933

Bridge Opened: 1937

Total Length: 8,981 feet (2,737 m)

Height: 746 feet (227 m)

Annual Visitors: 15,000,000

THE ALAMO
At-a-Glance

What: 18 Century Mission Church

Where: San Antonio, TEXAS

Height: 30 feet (9 m)

Width: 60 feet (18 m)

Annual Visitors: 2,500,000

The Golden Gate Bridge
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ON DECEMBER 7, 1941, Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

During the attack, the battleship USS Arizona was bombed. The ship exploded 

and sank. More than one thousand sailors were killed.  The attack caused the 

United States to enter World War II. 

Today, the wreck still lies at the bottom of Pearl Harbor. There is a memorial 

on top of the sunken USS Arizona. 

USS Arizona Memorial

USS ARIZONA
At-a-Glance

What: American battleship

Where: Pearl Harbor, HAWAII

Annual Visitors:  More than 

1,000,000

Landmarks and Attractions, cont.
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Chapter 5

KIDS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD love sports. But do you 

know what the most popular team sport is for kids 

everywhere?

If you said soccer, you’re right. (Or as most of the world 

calls it, “football” or “fútbol.”)

But in America, soccer is only the second most popular 

sport among kids. The most popular team sport for 

American kids is basketball. That’s followed by soccer, 

baseball, and football. 

How much do you know about these four favorite American 

sports? Take this easy-to-win quiz to find out. 

How Much Do You Know About

American Sports?
Take This All-American Sports Quiz to Find Out!

Did You Know?

Basketball was invented by an 

American teacher in 

Massachusetts in 1891. He 

used peach baskets as 

“hoops.”
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Quick Quiz (You Can’t Fail)

1. Which one of the following is not 
a position in football?

(a) Fullback

(b) Halfback

(c) Quarterback

(d) Hunchback

2. An official basketball game 
always begins with what.

(a) Bank Shot

(b) Jump Shot

(c) Rebound

(d) Belly Flop

3. Which of the following is NOT a 
type of baseball pitch?

(a) Knuckleball

(b) Curveball

(c) Palmball

(d) Butterball

4. A “hat trick” in soccer is when 
a player scores three goals in 
one game. But a “golden hat 
trick” is three goals using all 
but which of these parts of the 
body?

(a) Head

(b) Right foot

(c) Left foot

(d) Butt

Sports in America, cont.



5. BONUS QUESTION: In golf, what is another name for a hole in 
one?

(a) Slam Dunk

(b) Homer

(c) Grand Slam

(d) Ace

Did You Know?

The World Cup is a soccer 

(football) competition held 

every four years since 1930 

(except 1942 and 1946 

because of World War II). 

The first ever women's World 

Cup was held in 1991 in 

China. It was won by the 

United States.

Did You Know?

The game of American 

football was invented by a 

bunch of college kids who 

wanted to come up with their 

own version of rugby and 

soccer. The first game of 

American football was played 

in 1869.

Did You Know? 

A national sport is part of the culture of a country. 

Almost every country has a national sport. For 

example, ice hockey is the national sport of Canada. 

So, what’s the national sport of the United States? It’s 

the all-American baseball game.
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Chapter 6

ALMOST EVERY COUNTRY in the world has at least one national

animal. A national animal is a symbol of the country. For example, the red

kangaroo is the national animal of Australia. The giant panda is the national

animal of China. And the Bengal tiger is the national animal of India.

The United States has two official national animals. The bald eagle is one.
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The Bald Eagle

At a Glance

Length (female): Up to 37 inches (94 cm); (male): 

up to 34 inches (86 cm)

Wingspan (female): 79 to 90 inches (200 to 228 cm); 

(male): 72 to 85 inches (183 to 216 cm)

Weight: 10 to 14 pounds (4.5 to 6.8 kilograms)

Diet: Mainly fish

Lifespan: 15 to 20 years

Did You Know?

The bald eagle’s eyesight is 5 or 

6 times sharper than that of a 

human. They are capable of 

seeing things more than a mile 

and a half (2.4 kilometers) 

away.  That’s where we get the 

term “eagle eye”. 

The American bald eagle has been the national bird symbol of the United States 

for almost 250 years. It was chosen in 1782 because of its majestic beauty and 

long life. 

In the late 1800s, the bald eagle was becoming very scarce. At one point, there 

were only about 417 nesting pairs. The bald eagle was on the list of endangered 

species. 

But then the U.S. Congress passed laws to protect the bald eagle and other 

endangered species. Today, the bald eagle is no longer considered endangered. 

There are more than 7,000 nesting pairs in the U.S.



Nēnē (aka Hawaiian Goose)

It’s Hawaii’s state bird and the world’s rarest goose. There are only about 

1,000 left in the wild, so it is against the law to hunt this bird.

The nene (say: nay-nay) is about 16 inches (41 cm) tall . Males can weigh 

up to 7 lbs. (about 3 kg). 

You’ll find wild populations of this bird on the Big Island, as well as Oahu, 

Maui,  and Kauai.

The American Bison
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Bisons
At-a-Glance 

Weight (male): Up to 2,000 pounds (907 kg); 

(female) up to 1,000 pounds (453 kg)

Height (male): 6 feet (1.8 m) tall; (female): up to 5 

feet tall (1.5 m) 

Lifespan: 10-20 years

Diet: Grasses, weeds, and leafy plants



Nēnē (aka Hawaiian Goose)

It’s Hawaii’s state bird and the world’s rarest goose. There are only about 

1,000 left in the wild, so it is against the law to hunt this bird.

The nene (say: nay-nay) is about 16 inches (41 cm) tall . Males can weigh 

up to 7 lbs. (about 3 kg). 

You’ll find wild populations of this bird on the Big Island, as well as Oahu, 

Maui,  and Kauai.

The American Bison is the national mammal of the United States.

Thousands of years ago, millions of bison roamed North America. But by

the late 1800s, there were only a few hundred left in the United States. As

American pioneers settled the West , they destroyed much of the bison’s

habitat.

By the beginning of the 1900s, many people worked together to try to save

the bison. Teddy Roosevelt, the 26th president of the United States, was

one. In 1905, he formed the American Bison Society. Its goal was to save

the American bison.

Today, there are thousands of bison that live in every U.S. state, including

about 5,000 in Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming, Montana, and

Idaho.

Did You Know?
A newborn bison weighs between 30 70 
pounds (13 to  32 kg). By comparison, a 
baby African elephant can weigh 
between 200-300 pounds (90-136 kg) 
at birth. A baby bison is called a “red 
dog” because they are orange-red in 
color when they are born. 
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Fun Fact

The word buffalo is often used 

in America instead of bison. But 

they are the same thing. Some 

people believe the word buffalo 

came from the French word for 

beef, “boeuf.”
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Wild Turkey
The “Almost” National Animal

The Wild Turkey
At-a-Glance 

Weight (male): 11 to 24 lb (5 to 11 kg); 

(female): 5.5–11.9 lb (2.5 to 5.4 kg)

Length (male): 39–49 inches (100-125 cm); 

(female): 30 to 37 inches (76 to 95 cm)

Wingspan: Up to 4 feet 9 inches (1.44 m)

Tail Length: Up to 19.9 inches (50.5 cm)

Lifespan: 4 years

Diet: Omnivorous (acorns, nuts, chestnuts, 

as well as seeds, berries, and insects; 

occasionally small reptiles, such as lizard
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Wild Turkey
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Did You Know?

The Wild Turkey is not an 
official symbol of the 

United States. But it  is an 
official  state symbol four 
states: Alabama, Oklahoma, 

South Carolina, and 
Massachusetts. 

3 Fun Facts About the
Wild Turkey

•Turkeys can swim – if they have to.

• A male turkey is  called a “tom”; a 
female, a “hen.”

•The biggest wild turkey ever 
recorded weighed 37.1 pounds 
(16.85 kg). 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, one of the founding fathers of the United States, did not 

think the bald eagle was a good choice to represent the new country. He said  the 

bald eagle had “bad moral character.” Why?

According to Franklin, the bald eagle was too lazy to fish for himself. Instead, he 

would keep his eye on another bird called the Fishing Hawk. When the haw would 

catch a fish, the bald eagle would chase him and take it away.

So what did Franklin think was a better choice for a national symbol of the United 

States? The Wild Turkey. He said it was a much more “respectable bird” and a true 

American native. He said it also had a lot of courage, like the early American 

patriots. 



assassination (noun): The act of murdering someone by a surprise attack.

canyon (noun): A very, very deep valley with steep sides.  

clemency (noun): The act of forgiveness. 

habitat (noun): The place or environment where a plant or animal normally lives 

and grows.

hibernation (noun): A sleep-like state that bears and other animals enter into in the 

winter to conserve (save) energy. 

independence (noun): Freedom from outside control; the ability to make one’s own 

decisions.

landform (noun): Any of Earth’s surface features, such as a hill or valley, that was 

formed by natural forces. 

mammal (noun):  A type of animal with a backbone that feed its babies from its 

mother’s milk. 

memorial (noun): Something (such as a monument) that honors a person or people 

who have died. 

prediction (noun): A statement about what will happen or might happen in the 

future.

symbol (noun): Something that represents or stands for something else. 

VISITORS
(from page 9)

Of the
Of the 77 million people who 

visited the United States in 
2017, 38 million came from 

Canada and Mexico. 
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All-American Sports Quiz: Answers

1. Football: You might find a hunchback in Notre Dame 

Cathedral in Paris, but not on an American football field. 

2. Basketball: A belly flop is something you might do in a 

swimming pool, but not on a basketball court. 

3. Baseball: A butterball is something you might find on a 

Thanksgiving dinner table, not in a baseball pitcher’s hand. 

4. Soccer: We guess it’s possible to score a goal with your 

butt (it has been done), but it wouldn’t be considered part 

of a Golden Hat Trick.

5. Golf: Ace

Quick Quiz Answer (from 
page 8):
Four U.S. states begin with 
the letter I. They are: Idaho, 
Illinois, Indiana, and  Iowa.



Hope you enjoyed
visiting the USA!
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Fun for Kids of All Ages 
(And Their Parents, Too!)
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An Important New Book
For All Young Readers 
And Their Families 

Available on amazon.com





About This Book

A Kid’s Guide to . . . is an engaging, easy-to-read book series that provides an exciting adventure into

fascinating countries and cultures around the world for young readers. Each book focuses on one country,

continent, or U.S. territory or state, and includes colorful photographs, informational charts and graphs, and

quirky and bizarre “Did You Know” facts, all designed to bring the country and its people to life. Designed

primarily for recreational, high-interest reading, the informational text series is also a great resource for

students to use to research geography topics or writing assignments.

About the Authors

Jack L. Roberts began his career in educational publishing at Children’s Television

Workshop (now Sesame Workshop), where he was Senior Editor of The Sesame

Street/Electric Company Reading Kits. Later, at Scholastic Inc., he was the founding

editor of a high-interest/low-reading level magazine for middle school students. He

also founded two technology magazines for teachers and administrators.

Roberts is the author of more than two dozen biographies and other nonfiction titles for

About the Reading Level

A Kid’s Guide to . . . is an informational text series designed for kids in grades 4 to 6, ages 9 to 12. For some

young readers, the series will provide new reading challenges based on the vocabulary and sentence structure.

For other readers, the series will review and reinforce reading skills already achieved. While for still other

readers, the book will match their current skill level, regardless of age or grade level.

young readers, published by Scholastic Inc., the Lerner Publishing Group, Teacher Created Materials,

Benchmark Education, and others.. More recently, he was the co-founder of WordTeasers, an educational

series of card decks designed to help kids of all ages improve their vocabulary through “conversation, not

memorization.”

A Kid’s Guide to

The United States
For Parents and Teachers
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To Our Valued Customers

Curious Kids Press is passionate about creating fun-to-read books about countries and cultures around the

world for young readers, and we work hard every day to create quality products.

All of our books are Print on Demand books. As a result, on rare occasions, you may find minor printing

errors. If you feel you have not received a quality printed product, please send us a description and photo

of the printing error along with your name and address and we will have a new copy sent to you free of

charge. Contact us at: info@curiouskidspress.com

Michael Owens is a noted jazz dance teacher, award-winning wildlife photographer,

graphic arts designer, and devoted animal lover.

In 2017, Roberts and Owens launched Curious Kids Press (CKP), an educational

publishing company focused on publishing high-interest, nonfiction books for young

readers, primarily books about countries and cultures around the world. Currently,

CKP has published two series of country books: “A Kid’s Guide to...” (for ages 9-12

and “Let’s Visit . . .” (for ages 6-8) — both designed to help young readers explore the wonderful

world of diversity in everything from food and holidays to geography and traditions.
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