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THE SOUTH AMERICAN CONTINENT is full of superlatives -- from the driest

desert in the world (the Atacama Desert in Chile) to the highest waterfall in the

world (Angel Falls in Venezuela); from the longest mountain range in the world (the

Andes Mountains) to the largest rainforest in the world (the Amazon rainforest).

This amazing continent is located south of Panama, a Central American country,

beginning where the narrow border of the end of Panama meets the South American

country of Colombia.

South America lies mostly in the southern hemisphere. It is bordered on the west by

the Pacific Ocean and on the north and east by the Atlantic Ocean. It includes 12

sovereign countries, including Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador,

Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

Atlantic Ocean

Pacific Ocean

Equator



The emperor tamarin is a strange kind of 

monkey  with a long white moustache 

that is found in Bolivia and parts of Peru 

and Brazil. 

Bolivia At-a-Glance

Official Name: Plurinational 

State of Bolivia

Capital: Sucre (constitutional 

capital); La Paz (administrative 

capital)

Country Population: 11,138,234

Total Area: 424,164 sq. miles;  

(1,098,581 sq. km)

Official  Languages: Spanish 

and 32  other languages.

WELCOME TO BOLIVIA, one of two landlocked countries in South America,

where you can see not only the world’s largest salt flat but also one of the funniest-

looking monkeys in the world, the emperor tamarin (see above). Most of the

country’s largest cities are located in the Andes Mountains.

Bolivians love a parade. There’s one almost every month, celebrating an important

historical date. But the most spectacular festival each year is Carnival in Oruro. The

unique festival features spectacular folk dances, extravagant costumes, beautiful

crafts, and lively music.
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Flag

THE FLAG OF BOLIVIA. The red

horizontal band in Bolivia’s flag stands

for bravery and the blood of national

heroes. The yellow band represents the

nation’s mineral resources. And the green

band stands for richness of the land. The

country’s coat of arms is centered on

the yellow band.

5 Fun Facts About Bolivia

1. La Paz, Bolivia,  is the world’s 

highest capital city. It sits 12,005 ft. 

(3,660 m) above sea level.

2. Bolivia is named after Simón 

Bolívar, aka “the liberator.” He led the 

liberation of much of South America from 

Spanish rule.

3. Before Bolívar, Bolivia was known as 

Upper Peru.

4. Bolivia has nine states and is about 

the size of Texas and California put 

together.

5. A hundred years ago, Bolivia 

bordered the Pacific Ocean, but lost part 

of its territory to Chile in a war.

Bolivia is one of only two landlocked countries in 

South America. It shares a border with Brazil to the 

north and east, Paraguay to the southeast,  

Argentina to the south, Chile to the southwest, and 

Peru to the northwest. 

Yungas Road: It’s called the 
“World’s Most Dangerous Road.” 
Can you guess why? It runs from 
La Paz to  Bolivia’s Amazon 
rainforest region in the north of 
the country.



WELCOME TO CHILE, the longest and most narrow country in the world. It

stretches more than 2,670 miles (4,300 km) from north to south and is only 221 miles

(336 km) at its widest point.

One of Chile’s territories is Easter Island, located 2,300 miles (3,700 km) west of Chile.

It is the world’s most isolated island. Easter Island is famous for its 887 ‘moai,” giant

figures carved in volcanic stone. (See above.) They stand between 8 and 32 feet (2.5

and 10 meters) tall and weigh on average 14 tons. When, why, and how they were made

is still a mystery. The island was discovered by Dutch sailors on Easter Sunday 1722.

Chile At-a-Glance

Official Name: The Republic of 

Chile

Capital: Santiago

Country Population: 17,789,267

Total Area: 291,932 sq. miles; 

(756,102 sq. km)

Official Language: Spanish

Giant stone statues, called moai, were 

carved out of volcanic rock on Easter Island 

between 1400 and 1650 AD.
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Chile is bordered by Peru to the north, Bolivia 

to the northeast, and Argentina to the east. 

The west coast of Chile runs along the Pacific 

Ocean. Chile is often called “the spine of South 

America.” Can you guess why? 

THE FLAG OF CHILE. The white

band in the flag of Chile represents the

snow-covered Andes, and the red

represents the blood spilled to achieve

independence. The blue square

represents the sky, while the white star

represents a guide to progress and

honor.

4 Fun Facts About Chile
1. The Atacama Desert, located mostly 

in Chile, is the driest desert in the world. 

The desert can go for years without a single 

drop of rain.

2. A favorite food in Chile is the 

empanada – fried bread dough filled with 

cheese and ham (or meat) and sometimes 

hardboiled egg.

3. The highest active volcano in the 

world is Ojos del Salado in Chile. It is 

22,589 ft. (6,887 m) tall. 

4. In 1520, Portuguese explorer 

Ferdinand Magellan became the first 

European to lay eyes on Chile when he 

discovered a narrow sea route (or strait) 

that linked the Atlantic Ocean and the 

Pacific Ocean. 
The Andean Condor is the national 
bird of Chile – as well as of Bolivia, 
Colombia, and Ecuador.
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WELCOME TO EDUADOR, 

Ecuador At-a-Glance

Official Name: Republic of 

Ecuador

Capital: San Francisco de Quito 

or Quito for short

Country Population: 

16,290,913

Total Area: 109,483 sq. miles; 

(283,561 sq. km)

Official Language: Spanish 

and Quechua

WELCOME TO ECUADOR, a small country that seems to have it all – from the 

Andes mountains to the Amazon rainforest to the sparkling beaches of the Pacific. 

The country also includes the Galapagos Islands, an archipelago about 620 miles 

(1,000 km) west of the mainland. It consists of about 19 volcanic islands. 

The Galapagos Islands have some amazing wildlife, including the giant sea tortoise 

(see above) and the playful sea lions. 

The giant sea tortoise can 

weigh as much as 919 

pounds (417 kg) and grow to 

be 4 ft. 3 in (1.3 m) long.
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THE FLAG OF ECUADOR. The

yellow band of color in Ecuador’s flag

represents sunshine, grain, and mineral

wealth. The blue band represents the

sky, sea, and rivers. And the red band

represents the the blood of patriots

spilled in the struggle for freedom and

justice. Ecuador’s coat of arms is

positioned in the center of the flag.

Ecuador shares a border with Colombia on the 

north, Peru on the east and south, and the 

Pacific Ocean on the west. It is one of only two 

South American countries that does not share 

a border with Brazil. 

4 Fun Facts about Ecuador

1. Ecuador’s official name is 

República del Ecuador, which means “the 

Republic of the Equator.”  (The equator is 

an invisible line that separates the 

northern and southern hemispheres. )

2. There’s a place in Ecuador where 

you can stand with one foot in the 

northern hemisphere and one foot in the 

southern hemisphere. What does that tell 

you about the latitude of that spot?

3. Soups are served at almost every 

meal in Ecuador. A favorite is Locro de 

papa, made with potato, cheese, and 

avocado.  

4. Ecuador is one of 10 countries in 

the world that is most “at risk” of a 

volcanic eruption.

Tortoise or Turtle: What’s the Difference?

They both have shells to protect their bodies. They 

can both pull their head and limbs into the shell.  

So what’s the difference? Mainly, the tortoise lives 

on land, while the turtle lives in the water some or 

nearly all of the time. 

The Galápagos sea lion is a type of sea lion found 

almost exclusively  on the Galápagos Islands. 



WELCOME TO PERU, the third largest country in South America (after Brazil and

Argentina) and home to part of the world’s largest rain forest – the Amazon.

Peru is also home to the ruins of Machu Picchu (see above), which sits 7,972 ft. (2,430

m) above sea level in the Andes Mountains. It was built in 1450 for the ninth king of the

Inca Empire, one of the greatest civilizations in the world for nearly 100 years.

When the Spanish conquistadors arrived in Peru, they destroyed most of the Inca

Empire’s cities and towns. But they didn’t discover Machu Picchu, which is why today it

is sometimes called the “lost city.”

Three sides of the Machu Picchu 

are surrounded by steep cliffs 

that drop 1,400 feet (426 m) to 

the river below.

Peru At-a-Glance

Official Name: Republic of Peru 

Capital: Lima

Country Population: 31,036,656

Total Area: 496,224 sq. miles; 

(1,285,216 sq. km)

Official Languages: Spanish, Quechua, 

Aymara



Peru  is bordered by five other South 

America countries. Find those five 

countries on the map.

THE FLAG OF PERU. The red vertical

bands in Peru’s flag symbolize blood shed

for independence; the white band

symbolizes peace. The country’s coat of

arms is in the center of the white band.

5 Fun Facts About Peru

1. Favorite Saying: “I am more 

Peruvian than the potato.” Why? The 

potato is originally from Peru.

2. More than half of Peru is 

covered by the Amazon rain forest.

3. The yellow-tailed woolly 

monkey is so rare that the only 

place it’s found is in the Peruvian 

Andes.

4. The highest sand dune in the 

world is in Peru. Cerro Blanco 

measures 3,860 feet (1,176 m) from 

base to summit.

5. Peru’s national animal is 

the vicuña, a small camelid like the 

alpaca or llama.

The yellow-tailed wooly monkey is considered 
one of the world’s 25 most endangered 
primates, mainly as the result of 
deforestation. 

Happy New Year!
Eating of grapes at midnight on New Year’s 

Eve is a popular tradition in Peru.  As the 

clock strikes 12, people eat one grape for 

each of the 12 upcoming months.
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The llama is probably the most popular animal in South America. But there are many 

other unique and amazing animals on this continent. Here are six of them.

The Andean Condor. Picture

a magnificent bird with a

wingspan up to 122 inches (310

cm), gracefully gliding above the

mountains of the Andes. That’s the

Andean Condor, the largest flying

bird on the planet. The Andean

condor is a national symbol of

Argentina, Bolivia, Peru, Chile,

Colombia, and Ecuador.

The Pink Dolphin
(also known as the

Amazon River

Dolphin) is the only

species (or kind) of

dolphin found in

freshwater. They are

also only found on

the continent of

South America.

The Spectacled Bear

is the only bear found in

South America.


