
“Bienvenido”
(bee-en-veh-nee-doh)

“IMAGINE ZOOMING ACROSS the top of a rainforest on a

canopy zip-line. Or getting an up-close look at the smoking

crater of a volcano. Or taking pictures of troops of squirrel

monkeys swinging from tree branch to tree branch in the

jungle. Those are just some of the thrilling activities that kids

and their families can enjoy when they visit my beautiful and

tropical country – ”

Background photo: Central American Squirrel Monkey
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WANT AN EASY WAY to remember the seven countries of Central

America? Here’s one way. It’s called a mnemonic. (Say: nee-MON-ik, the

M is silent.) It’s a way to help you remember lots of different things, like

– well – a list of the seven Central American countries.

Look at the silly sentence below. The first letter of each word in this

mnemonic stands for one of the seven Central American countries. Just

remember that sentence and you’ll always remember the countries. Can

you think of other funny mnemonics for the seven countries?

Big Guys Eat Hamburgers Not Canned Peanuts!
(Belize, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 

Panama)
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As of 2014, Claudia Poll and 
her sister Silvia are the only 
two Costa Ricans to win a 
medal in the Olympics. They 
both won medals in 
swimming events.

The largest 

uninhabited island in 

the world is Costa 

Rica’s Isla del Coco. 

It is 360 miles (600 

km) from the Pacific 

coast of Costa Rica.

Every Costa Rican 
radio station plays 
the national Anthem 
every morning at 
7:00 a.m.

Some ornithologists

say that Costa Rica is 

the hummingbird 

capital of the world!

In the small fishing village of 
Manzanillo, Costa Rica, there is a road 
called “Mista Cracker Jack Street.”

The sun rises
and sets in 

Costa Rica at 
the same time 

every day of 
the year.  Can 

you guess why? 9



Tico-style bullfighters get ready to take 
their chances with a mad bull at the 
Fiestas de Zapote in San Jose, Costa Rica.

The largest and most popular bullfights each year are held during the

Fiestas de Zapote (or Zapote Festival) in a town outside San José. It’s

like the World Series and Super Bowl all rolled into one.

Hundreds of men (and some women) enter the bullring where the

bull is. They annoy the bull by pulling its tail or spanking it. Then,

they run like heck to avoid getting trampled (or worse) by the bull.

A fun time is had by all – so they say.

FUTBOL (known as soccer in the United States) is by far the No. 1 favorite

sport by all Costa Ricans – young and old alike. But there’s another sport

that some say is even more popular than fútbol. It’s bullfighting – with a

twist. . . the bull is never hurt – well, maybe a little annoyed. That’s

because at bullfights in Costa Rica, there is only one rule: no one can hurt

the bull. But the bull…well, that’s a different story.
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IF YOU LIKE BUTTERFLIES, you’ll love Costa Rica. More than 10

percent of all known butterflies can be found in this tropical country.

But that’s not the only wildlife you’ll find here. Costa Rica is said to

have the largest variety of wildlife of any other country in the world.

Here is what you might see there:

2 species of sloths, both of which spend 

nearly their entire lives hanging upside 

down in a tree. They even give birth 

upside down.

894 bird species, more than all of 
the United States and Canada 
combined.

225 reptiles, 
including 20 

venomous snakes. 

175 different kinds of amphibians,  85% 
of which are frogs.

Scientists believe that the large, 
bright red “peppers” are one way the 
red-eyed tree frog scares away 
predators. 

Of course, there are monkeys. You can read about the 

four different kinds on the next page
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WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN a rainforest and a regular

forest? The answer is probably obvious. Rain!

Some of Costa Rica’s rainforests get as much as 80 to 260 inches of rain

every year. Compare that to the state of Arizona. It gets only about 7

inches of rain each year.

The tropical rainforests of Costa Rica are known as the “jewels of the

earth.” They are home to two-thirds of all living animal and plant species.

A fun way to see a rainforest is on a zip-line. A zip-line consists of steel

cables strung high across the canopy between two trees. Platforms are at

either end to “take off” and land on. Hold your breath and away you go!
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The SHY Central American squirrel monkey
is  the smallest of the Costa Rican monkeys.

The population of the shy Central American squirrel monkey is decreasing 
largely because of deforestation, hunting, and pet trade. Squirrel monkeys 
make 25 to 30 different and distinct noises when searching for food and 
when they feel threatened.

WANT TO HAVE more fun than a barrel of monkeys?
Then Costa Rica is the place to go – to watch the
monkeys, of course! There are four specific kinds (or
species) of monkeys in Costa Rica.


