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Mt. Everest

At-a-Glance

Continent: Asia

Location: Between China and 

Nepal

Height: 29,035 ft.  (8,848 m) 

First Ascent: May 29, 1953

Fun Fact: Mt. Everest is twice 

as tall as the tallest mountain 

in the U.S. 
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ON MAY 23, 2010, a 13-year-old American boy named Jordan Romero

set a world record. He became the youngest male to “summit” or reach the

top of Mt. Everest. But he wasn’t done with setting records.

A year later, Romero set another world record for mountain climbing. He

became the youngest climber in the world to complete the Seven Summits

-- summiting the highest mountains on each of the seven continents.

BTW, the oldest person to summit Mt. Everest was a Japanese man who

made the climb in 2013. He was 80 years old at the time.



Amazon Rainforest

At-a-Glance

Continent: South America

Countries: Brazil (60%); Peru (14%); 

Colombia (10%); Smaller amounts in 5 

other South American countries.

Area: 2,123,562 sq. mi. (5,500,000 

sq. km.)

Fun Fact: The Amazon rainforest is 

home to 390 billion individual trees. 

Wonder who counted?

HOW BIG is the Amazon rainforest? Think of it this way. If the Amazon

rainforest were in the United States, it would totally cover all of the U.S.

(excluding Alaska and Hawaii). That’s big.

As it is, the Amazon rainforest covers about 40 percent of the continent of South

America. It reaches into parts of eight countries, including Brazil, Bolivia, Peru,

Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Guyana, and Suriname. Most of it, however, is in

Brazil.
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Blue 
Poison 
Dart Frogs 
are found 
in parts of 
the 
rainforest.  



Son Doong

At-a-Glance

Continent: Asia

Where: Vietnam

First Discovered: 1990

First Exploration; 2009

Height: 656 ft (200 m)

Width: 460 ft. (160 m)

Length: 5.6 miles (9 km)

Fun Fact: The name “So’n Doòng” 

means mountain river cave. 

THE LARGEST CAVE

IN THE WORLD is in

Vietnam. It’s called the

So’n Doòng cave.

So how large is it? Think

of the largest street in

your neighborhood. It

could probably fit inside

So’n Doòng – with room

to spare.

The cave even includes a

jungle and a river. That’s

insane.
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The Amazon River

At-a-Glance

Length: 4,225 miles (6,800 km)

Location: South America

Runs through: Guyana, Ecuador, 

Venezuela, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, 

and Peru.

Fun Fact: There are no bridges that 

cross the Amazon River. 

Or maybe it’s the Nile!

FOR YEARS, most people believed the Nile was the longest river in the

world. It stretches 4,160 miles (6,695 km) in northeastern Africa.

But recently, some Brazilian scientists have said, “Not so fast.” They claim

that the Amazon River is actually longer by 65 miles (105 km). It flows

from the Peruvian Andes through Brazil to the Atlantic Ocean.

So who’s right? That depends how you measure the two rivers. Chances

are, geographers will continue to debate that question for years to come.
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The Atacama Desert

At-a-Glance

Continent: South America

Country: Chile

Size: 41,000 sq. mi. (105,000 sq. km)

Fun Fact: Some parts of the desert 

have gone as long as four years 

without a single drop of rain. Other 

parts have never had any rainfall –

EVER!

IT MUST BE HARD to live on a desert that

gets almost no rain. But believe it or not, more

than a million people do just that on the

Atacama Desert in Chile. Many are scientists

who study astronomy and space exploration

there.

So where do they get the water they need to

survive? From fog! Even though it rarely rains

on the Atacama desert, fog often fills the sky.

And fog is made of water. Scientists have figured

out a way to get water from the fog.
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General Sherman

At-a Glance

Location: Sequoia 

National Park, California

Height: 275 ft. (83 m) tall

Diameter at Base: 36 ft. 

(11 m)

Circumference at 

Ground: 102.6 ft. (31.1 m)

Fun Fact: The tree was 

named after American Civil 

War general William 

Tecumseh Sherman in 1879.

THE GENERAL SHERMAN SEQUOIA TREE in Sequoia National Park, 

California, is said to be the largest tree on Earth by volume. It was named 

after the American Civil War general William Tecumseh Sherman. 

The amazing sequoia is not the tallest known living tree on Earth. That 

honor belongs to the Hyperion  tree in Northern California that was 

measured at 380 ft (115.92 m). It was discovered in 2006 in a remote area of 

Redwood National and State Parks. 
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Look
!
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The ruins of The Jesuit 

Mission of La Santisima

Trinidad de Paraná was built 

with red stones and is the 

largest of all eight Jesuit 

missions built in Paraguay in 

the 1600s and early 1700s.

Angel Falls 

At-a-Glance

AKA: Kerepakupai Vená (waterfall 

of the deepest place)

Location: Bolivar, Venezuela

Height: 3,212 feet (979 m)

Other: Drops into Canaima

National Park, Venezuela’s second 

largest national park.

IN 1933, AN AMERICAN AVIATOR flew over an amazing site. It was something

almost no one else outside the jungles of Venezuela had ever seen. It was a spectacular

waterfall.

The American aviator’s name was Jimmie Angel. And, today, that waterfall is known as

Angel Falls. It’s the highest waterfall in the world. It is also 19 times higher than

Niagara Falls in the United States and Canada.
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Look
!
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Death Valley

At--a-Glance

Location: California (near the border of 

California and Nevada)

Hottest Temperature: 134°F  (57 °C). 

When: July 10, 1913

Fun Fact: Death Valley was named by 

people who crossed the desert in 1849 during 

the California gold rush.

IMAGINE A SUNNY DAY, when the air temperature rises to 134°F (57 °C).

Pretty hot, huh? But that’s what happened in Death Valley on July 10, 1913 –

the hottest recorded temperature EVER on Earth! And exactly where in Death

Valley did this sweltering temperature happen? Furnace Creek. How

appropriate.

Besides heat (and lots of it), Death Valley is also known for having the point of

lowest elevation in North America. Badwater Basin in Death Valley is 282

feet (855 m) below sea level.
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Antarctica

At-a-Glance

Where: Soviet Vostok Station, 

Antarctica

When: July 21, 1983

Lowest Temperature: -128.6° F 

(-89.2° C) 

Fun Fact: The “unofficial” record 

was set in August  2010, when the 

temperature hit -135.8 F (94.7 C). 

It’s not official because it was 

measured by a NASA satellite, not 

from thermometers.  

WHEN THE TERMOMETER reads 32 °F (0 °C), water changes from a liquid

to a solid. That’s cold, right?

So, how do you think it would feel when the thermometer shows an insanely cold

MINUS 128 °F (MINUS 89 ° C). Burrr!!!

Yet, that’s what happened on July 21, 1983, at the Soviet Vostok Station in

Antarctica, when the coldest temperature on Earth was recorded.

But, hey, for some reason these penguins don’t seem to mind it.
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The Great Barrier Reef

At-a-Glance

Where: Pacific Ocean

Continent: Australia

Size: Larger than 70 million 

football fields put together

Length: 1,429 miles (2,300 

km)

Fun Fact: The Great Barrier 

Reef is  the largest coral reef 

system in the world. 

DOES THE FISH IN THE PICTURE LOOK FAMILIAR? It’s

known as Anemone (or Clown Fish), but many people think of it as

Nemo, the name of the character in the Disney movie, Finding

Nemo.

A Clown Fish is just one of more than 1,500 kinds of fish that can be

found in The Great Barrier Reef in Australia. The reef is the largest

coral reef in the world. It is also the largest structure made by

living organisms. 29



Steamboat Geyser

At-a-Glance

Where: Yellowstone National 

Park, USA

Height: As much as 300 ft. (91 

m)

How Long Eruptions Last: 3 

to 40 minutes

Fun Fact: There are only about 

1,000 known active geysers in 

the world, and half are in 

Yellowstone National Park.

WHAT IS A GEYSER?

It’s an underground water source from which water 

and steam are forcefully ejected into the air. The 

water from an average geyser can hit heights of as 

much as 100 feet (30.5 m) or more. But Steamboat 

is no average geyser. Its major eruptions shoot 

water 300 ft (91 m) or more in the air.

No one can predict when most  geysers are going to 

blow. And Steamboat Geyser is no exception. It has 

had only ten major eruptions in the last 20 years.
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The Great Pyramid of Cholula

At-a-Glance

Where: Puebla, Mexico

Height: 216 ft (66 m)

Base: 1,476 x 1,476 ft. (450 x 450 m)

Fun Fact: The base of the pyramid is four 

times larger than the Great Pyramid of Giza 

in Egypt. 

MOST PEOPLE would probably think that the tallest pyramid on

earth would be in Egypt. But guess again. It’s actually in Mexico.

When it was first discovered hundreds of years ago, explorers thought it

was just a church sitting on top of a grassy hill. The church is still

there...so is the grassy hill that covers the tallest pyramid on Earth.
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