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“Bienvenue” 

Background Photo: The Arc de Triomphe de l’Étoile is one of the most famous monuments in Paris. 
It stands at the western end of the Champs-Élysées, one of the most famous streets in the world. The 
French call it the world’s most beautiful avenue.
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WHAT’S THE MOST POPULAR COUNTRY IN THE  

WORLD TO VISIT? If you said France, you’re right. (Très 

bien!)  More than 75 million people visit the country every

year. In fact, more people visit France each year than actually live in France. 

(Incroyable!)”



TAKE A WALK down 130 step to enter one of the strangest (and some

say scariest) places in Paris. It’s called the Catacombs – an ossuary (or

final resting place for human skeletons). It was created in the late 1700s

to hold the skeletons of millions of Parisiens who died hundreds of years

ago. It’s 65 ft (20 m) below the streets of Paris. It’s made up of an

estimated 186 miles (299 km) of long dark passageways and tunnels. So

why was this ossuary created? Simple. The city had run out of room in

above-ground cemeteries.
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Mont Saint-Michel
(Normandie)

ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS LANDMARKS in France is Mont Saint-

Michel, a centuries-old Benedictine Abbey (or monastery). Its located on an 

island about half a mile (1 km) off the coast of Normandy, one of the 13 

regions of mainland France. It consists of 247 acres (100 ha). 

Mont Saint-Michel was originally built as a medieval castle. It has two large 

towers to defend the entrance to the castle.

At the lowest level are some small houses and shops. Above these stand the 

monastic buildings, many from the 13th century. At the top is the abbey 

church about 240 ft. (973 m) above sea level. Fewer than 50 people live on 

Mont Saint-Michel permanently, but thousands of people visit every year.14



The bicycle (of sorts) was 

invented in France in the 

late 1700s. It was a 

wooden scooter-like 

contraption called 

celerifere/ (Say: say-lay-

ri-fair). It had no pedals 

and could only go straight; 

it couldn’t turn.

The Eiffel Tower 

was constructed in 

France for the 

1889 World’s Fair, 

and was intended 

to be torn down 

after the Fair. 

Instead, it became 

a “cultural icon” of 

France. 
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There is only 
one stop 

sign in Paris. 



The most famous cooking school in the world was founded in 

France. It’s called The Cordon Bleu.

More than 37 bridges span (or cross over) the Seine River in Paris. The 
Pont Neuf (pictured above) is more than 400 years old. That’s odd 
since “pont neuf” means “new bridge” in French.

France’s shortest border is with Monaco. It is only 2.73 miles (4.4 km) long. 

It is also the third shortest land border in the world. 
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There are over 400 kinds of 

cheese made in France.

In France, LOL (laugh out loud) 
is translated as MDR. Those 
letters come from the 
sentence “Je suis Mort De 
Rire,” or “I died laughing.”



French toast - Nope, not 

this one. It may be a “French” 

breakfast favorite in America, 

but that doesn’t make it 

French. It goes as far back as 

4th century Rome (maybe 

even before). So why isn’t it 

called Roman toast?. BTW, the 

name for French toast in 

France isn’t even French 

toast. It’s pain perdu (lost 

bread). 

French fries – Maybe. 

There’s a dispute going on 

about this one. Some say that 

street vendors in Paris 

developed the idea just 

before the French Revolution 

(c. 1789). But it was the 

Americans who truly made 

French fries French with the 

popularity of fast-food 

restaurants (and burgers and 

fries) all over the world.
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THE FRENCH ARE FAMOUS FOR  their high-quality food or haute 

cuisine. (Say: oht ˌkwee-zeen.) But they are also famous for inventing some 

rather down-to-earth foods as well – everything from baquettes (a type of 

bread) to crêpes (a very thin pancake with all different kinds of fillings). But 

not all “French” foods are really French. Here are three so-called “French” 

foods. But only one is really French. Can you guess which one?

Which of the following 
is truly a French food?

French Toast



A FRANCOPHILE IS A PERSON who loves everything and anything French –

French food, French history, French language, and of course, French people.

Over the years, France has produced an amazing group of those people --

composers, writers, inventors, and artists. Are you a “people” Francophile?

Let’s find out. Read a brief bio of each of eight different famous French people. 

Can you name each one? 

I was a French writer. My books

have been translated into more

than 100 different languages. One

of my most famous adventure

novels is called Les Trois

Musquetaires. In English, it’s

known as The Three Musketeers.

But I bet you guessed that. Who

am I?
A young man named d’Artagnan joins three 

powerful and impressive Musketeers of the 

Guard, the king’s military.
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I was a military leader. When I was 18 years old, I led

the French army to victory over the English at Orléans.

A year later, I was captured and burned at the stake as

a heretic by the English. Today, I am the patron saint of

France. Who am I?
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