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Photo: A Chinese Guardian Lion statue stands guard at the entrance to the inner 
palace at The Forbidden City in Beijing.

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE to take a ride on the fastest train in the

world? It goes 268 mph (431 km/h).

Or maybe you would like to take a walk on the longest wall in the world. It’s

more than 5,500 miles (8851 km) long.

How about climbing the tallest mountain some day? It’s called Mount

Everest and it’s 20,029 feet (8,843 m) tall at its peak.

You can do all of those things and more in one amazing Asian country.

That country is China. Come along to learn more about this fascinating

country.
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Where 

in the 

World 

Is 

China?

CHINA IS A COUNTRY IN ASIA. It is bordered by the Pacific Ocean

on its east coast and the Gobi Desert to the north. In the west, there are

many mountains, including Mount Everest, the tallest mountain in the

world.

China is the fourth largest country in the world as far as land area. The

three larger countries are Russia, Canada, and the United States.

Most of the people in China live along the east coast or near the Yangtze

River. (Say: yang-see.) It is the third longest river in the world. It flows

across the center of China.

China is bordered by 14 Asian countries. How many can you 
find on the map?

Did You 

Know?
The Chinese name for China is 
Zhōngguó. (Say: jung-goo-oh.) It 
means “Middle Kingdom.” - 6 -



Some people think the number 13 is 

unlucky. In China, however, the 

number 4 is considered unlucky. 

(You won’t find 4 on the number 

pad of most elevators.) So why is 4 

considered unlucky? The 

pronunciation of the number 4 

sounds like the Chinese character 

for death.

The biggest dam in the world is on 

the Yangtze River. It’s called the 

Three Gorges Dam.

China 

was the 

first 

country 

in the 

world to 

use 

paper 

money.

The Yangtze River 

is the third longest 

river in the world 

(after the Amazon 

and the Nile). It 

flows 3,915 miles 

(6,300 km). The 

longest river in the 

U.S., by the way, is 

the Missouri River. 

It flows 2,540 

miles (4,087 km). Photo:  The Great Wall
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How to Speak Chinese

MOST PEOPLE IN CHINA speak Mandarin Chinese. Mandarin

Chinese doesn’t have an alphabet. It is written with symbols. These

symbols are called Chinese characters.

There are more than 100,000 Chinese characters. Imagine: 100,000! But

don’t worry. You only need to know about 2,000 of them in order to read

and write basic stuff.

Nin hao
(neen how)

Hello
Nin gui xing?
(neen gway sing)

What is your name?

Wo jiao [your name]
(who jee-ow [your name])

My name is [your name]

Hao bang ah!
(how bahng ah)

Wow, that’s so cool!

Pengyou
(pung-yoh)

Friend

Xie xie
(syeh syeh)

Thank you

Bu yong ke qi
(boo yong ke chi)

You’re welcome

Zai jian
(zi-jee-an)

Goodbye

Photo: Chinese style sailboat in Hong Kong
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ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS places in the world

is located in China. What is it? The Great Wall of China.

For years, experts said the wall was “only” 5,500 miles (8,850 

km) long. But recently, China announced that the Great Wall 

extends 13,170 miles (21,196 km). If it were stretched out 

straight, it would go  more than half-way around the earth!

Photo: The Great Wall of China- 12 -



EVERYBODY LOVES THE GIANT PANDA. It’s about the cutest

wild animal there is, right?

But did you know that the panda is found in the wild only in China. It

lives in the mountains of central China.

Pandas can usually be found in thick bamboo forests. They love to eat

the leaves of the evergreen plant. In fact, they eat as much as 20 to 40

pounds (9 to 18 kg) of bamboo each day.

Did You 
Know? When a baby panda is 

born, it is about the 
size of a pencil.
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A TOTAL OF 8,000 life-size clay soldiers stand guard around the tomb

of the Emperor Qin, who died in 210 BC. Their purpose is to protect the

emperor in the afterlife. It took 37 years to make this “army.” More than

700,000 people worked on the project.

No two figures out of the 8,000 are exactly alike. Each face of the 8,000 

statues is  slightly different. 
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According to Chinese legend, each animal has certain traits or

characteristics. A rooster, for example, crows at the same time every

morning. It is very punctual. A person born in the Year of the Rooster

would also be very punctual, according to Chinese custom.

Rat: 2008 Ox: 2009 Rabbit: 2011

Dragon: 2012 Snake: 2013 Horse: 2014 Goat: 2015

Monkey: 2016 Rooster: 2017 Dog: 2018 Pig: 2019

THE TRADITIONAl CHINESE CALENDAR is divided into 12

months or one year. Each year is associated with (or named after) a

particular animal. For example, 2017 is the Year of the Rooster.

Tiger: 2010
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